CLASS SET


SLAVERY BY THE NUMBERS
Read the Slavery by the Numbers handout and then answer the following:
1. According to the author, what was the largest influence on legal status for an individual?

2. Describe the system for classifying people in the south?

3. What were some of the limitations for “free persons of color?”

4. What were the two factors that determine the cost of a slave?

5. According to the reading and the chart Price of Male Slave over the Life-Cycle, what was the desirable age of a male slave? How did female slaves price vs. male slaves? Explain.
6. Using prior knowledge and the reading to explain the similarities between the sale price of slaves and the time served for an indentured contract.
7. Define burgeoning inflation?

8. According to the reading, explain how did the civil war influence the cost of slaves?
9. Compare slavery in the North vs. slavery in the South.  Be sure to give details.
For the following questions, use Table 1: Population of the Original Colonies
10. Which state had the largest total population in 1790?
11. List the total number of slaves in 1790, 1810, 1860.

12. Using the Table and your prior knowledge, why was there such an increase in total number of slaves from 1750 – 1860?

13. Write a description on the change of populations from 1790 to 1860.

For the following question, use Table 2: Population of the South 1790 – 1860 by type
14. List the approximate percentages of the slave population vs. White + Free Nonwhite populations in the South for 1790, 1820 and 1860.

15. According to the reading, what percentage of Whites held slaves in the antebellum South?
For the following questions, use Table 3: Slaves as a Percent of Total Population
16. Why do you think there are no statistics for many of the states like Alabama and Texas until 1860?

17. Which three states had the highest percentage of slave labor by 1860?

For the following questions, use Table 4: Holdings of Southern Slave-Owners

18. Use the table to write a detailed description about individual slave (holders) ownership in the South by 1860.  Please be sure to support your writing using data.  
