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Germanus Map of known World, Circa 1489/90

Henricus Martellus Germanus: a German cartographer who lived and worked in Florence
from 1480 to 1496. Around 1489 or 1490, he produced a world map which was remarkably
similar to the terrestrial globe later produced by Martin Behaim in 1492. Both show heavy
influences from Ptolemy, and both possibly derive from maps created around 1485 in Lisbon
by Bartolomeo Columbus.



Recreation of Spanish Caravel, mid-1400’s

Portuguese led the Age of Exploration with sailing ships as such. As the
desire to explore further and faster, there will be an improvement.



Map Christopher Columbus used for First Voyage, 1492

"Columbus map", drawn ca. 1490 in the Lisbon workshop of Bartolomeo
Columbus and Christopher Columbus
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Cantino Planisphere, Circa 1500

The Cantino Planisphere (or Cantino World Map) is the earliest surviving map showing Portuguese
discoveries in the east and west. It is named after Alberto Cantino, an agent for the Duke of Ferrara,
who successfully smuggled it from Portugal to Italy in 1502. The map is particularly notable for
portraying a fragmentary record of the Brazilian coast, discovered in 1500 by the Portuguese explorer
Pedro Alvares Cabral, and for depicting the African coast of the Atlantic and Indian Oceans with a
remarkable accuracy and detail. Notice the Line of Demarcation.
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Miinster Map, Cosmographia, Circa 1550

Sebastian Miinster was a German cartographer, cosmographer, and a Hebrew scholar. His
work, the Cosmographia from 1544 was the earliest German description of the world. It had
numerous editions in different languages including Latin, French, Italian, English, and even
Czech. In 1540 he published a Latin edition of Ptolemy's Geographia with illustrations. The
1550 edition contains cities, portraits, and costumes.
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Typus Orbis Terrarum, Circa 1564

Abraham Ortelius was a Flemish cartographer and geographer, generally recognized

as the creator of the first modern atlas, the Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (Theatre of the

World). He is also believed to be the first person to imagine that the continents were
joined together before drifting to their present positions.




