North American Native Population and Culture Project
Background:
In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.  Marked as the pivotal moment in American history (referring to the geographic continents of North and South America), Columbus’s “discovery” of the America’s, although not the first by Europeans, was the most influential of the time.  It was a collision of two worlds and it was the European world and culture that would come to dominate the two continents.
Before the arrival of Columbus and other Europeans during this Age of Exploration, it is estimated that 20 – 50 million Native American’s (30 million is the most commonly used population estimates by historians) lived in thriving cultures from the northern regions of Alaska to the most southern tip of Chile.  Approximately half was believed to be in North America.  Today, after a reemergence from almost total devastation of their population, today’s population numbers estimate approximately four million Native American’s in the United States and approximately six million in South America.  What happened to these populations in-between then and now, as well as the collision of the two worlds, we will learn about later on. 
The Question:
When the European world came to the Americas, 1000’s of civilizations, economies, societies and cultures were thriving throughout the lands.  Focusing on North America only, who was here?
“Who was here?” is the start of your work.  First, you must understand what this simple question is really asking.  By understanding the intent of the question, you will begin to be able to create a thesis statement.
Once you have your thesis statement, you can begin to do your research.
Assignment:
Create a presentation that answers your thesis statement.  There is no one format for you to complete this presentation.  You may create a written report, PowerPoint (or similar), project board, website, diorama, performance, etc.   
Instructions:
Follow these guidelines to complete your assignment:
· Present a thesis statement.

· Choose a region of Cultural Groups in North America (see page 30 in American Journey textbook) and focus only on this region.  
· For the region, describe the geography and climate.
· Name the tribes that live(d) in your chosen region. 

· Choose one of the tribes that live(d) in your chosen region and present the following:
· The history of the tribe
· What are the roots of the tribe?
· Does this tribe still exist today? If they still exist, are they in their original location of their roots?

· The way of life of the tribe (a explanation of they live and survive)
· Did they have a form of government? (a system of rules)
· How did they feed themselves and survive? (Were they hunter-gatherers, farmers, did they trade for goods with other tribes, etc.)
· How did they interact among each other? 

· How did European settlement of the Americas impact this tribe? 

Assessment:
The presentation will be graded based on the following rubric.  Each category will be graded on a scale of 1 – 10, with “1” being Needs Improvement and “10” being Superior:
	Historical Quality (50%)
· Information historically accurate (20 pts)
· Shows analysis and interpretation (10 pts)
· Shows wide research (10 pts)
· Research is balanced (different perspectives) (10 pts)
Clarity of Presentation (40%)
· Includes a proper thesis statement (10 pts)
· Presentation is original, clear, appropriate and organized (10 pts)
· Presentation has visual impacts (10 pts)
· Visual impacts are used effectively (10 pts)
Annotated Bibliography (20%)
· Includes a complete bibliography, including all images (10 pts)
· Bibliography is in proper format, including alphabetical order (5pts)
· Bibliography is annotated (includes a description of use) (5pts) 
