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Y THE 1760S, BRITAIN AND HER AMERICAN COLONIES
Bwere like an aging husband and wife who had drifted

apart. No longer fully able to remember what had
brought them together in the first place, each one sure that
anything said will be misunderstood, they strove mightily to
ignore each other. But each partner in this marriage grown
stale still needed something from the other.

Britain’s cupboard was bare, depleted by the French and In-
dian War, in which England wrested from France control of
Canada and vast new lands west of the present colonies, ex-
tending to the Mississippi. Frequent skirmishes with Native
Americans along these new frontiers, home to the prosperous
fur trade newly inherited from the French, led London to de-

“No law can be made or abrogated
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= Led by the Sons of Liberty, Bostonians ransack,
T ™M then burn, the elegant home of British Lt.
Governor Thomas Hutchinson on Aug. 26,1765

e

il i

—

A 1
| §

cide that more than 10,000 British troops would be perma-
nently garrisoned in America, along with several British war-
ships. And surely the colonists, who would most immediately
benefit from the troops’ presence, ought to help defray the ex-
pense of transporting, housing and feeding them?

The colonials begged to differ. Stung by a growing if not yet
fully articulated sense that they did not enjoy the same rights
as other British subjects (for example, to elect members of
Parliament), they saw no need for a standing British army in
their midst. Many suspected the troops were being sent to in-
timidate them; these redcoats were little more than foreign oc-
cupiers. Moreover, colonists suspected Britain’s real aim was
to reduce the debt it incurred fighting a European war; Amer-
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