Creating a Historical Essay
Working Title – A creative headline that tells the audience the topic. This may be in form of a question.

Paragraph #1 - This is the introduction paragraph that will include Background information, statement of the question and your thesis statement.* 

Background Information:  Explain what you already know about the topic.  This information will come from your studies and prior knowledge.
Stating the Question:  What is the debate or the story? 
Thesis Statement: This is your argument.  Create a ONE SENTENCE statement that states your answer or argument of the question or debate. Examples of standard or implied thesis statements:

Standard thesis – George Washington was a successful military leader because he led the Continental Army to victory against the British, had the respect of his soldiers, and was chosen to be the First President.

Implied thesis – Although many people argue that George Washington was a great military leader in history because of the American Revolution, I believe he was an average military leader at best.
Paragraph #2 - This is the first body paragraph that uses evidence (the primary and secondary sources provided) to help prove your thesis statement/argument.
Restatement of Thesis: Write a main idea sentence with the first item of evidence that you will use to prove your argument.

Evidence:  
1) State what evidence that you are using and give a description of the document. For example: In Doc. C, a letter to the King and Queen of Spain from Christopher Columbus in 1494, will show … (see #2).   This shows the reader which document to refer to.

2) Continue #1 with a description of how the source is good evidence and relevant to answering the main question.  (This is where you use your sourcing questions: Who wrote this? What is the authors’ point of view? Why was it written? When was it written? Why is this source believable?)
Argument:  Using only your relevant evidence, create an argument statement(s) that prove or supports your thesis statement.  Show the reader how this evidence proves your argument.
Paragraph #3 – This is your second body paragraph.  Repeat Paragraph #2 using your next piece of evidence from your thesis statement.
Paragraph #4 – This is your third body paragraph.  Repeat Paragraph #2 using your next piece of evidence from your thesis statement.
Paragraph #5 – This is the conclusion paragraph.  Start with a restatement of the main idea of the question.  Next, restate, in different words, how the evidence that you used in the first body paragraph proved your argument.  Repeat this process for your second and third body paragraphs.  End with a creative and thought provoking final statement.  
*Always remember… The reader has no background or prior knowledge on your topic.
