Bullets and Broadsides
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]“The British troops formed and marched with insolent parade, drums beating, fifers playing, colours flying, up King Street.”  ~ Paul Revere, 1768
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thut wus nieeded Lo ignite scrious violence was a spark.

Afew days later, on the evening of March 5, a gang of boys
approachied British troops outside: their barracks on King
Street (now State Street), near the Customs House. A scuffle
ensucd—which side incited the other will forever remain in
dispute. Tompers flared, voices rose, and soon church bells
rang, a signal for the citizenry lo asscmble. As the crowd
swelled, slurs were hurled at the now frightened soldiers—
then snowballs, then pieces of fcc, then Tocks and clubs.

Anofficer, Captain John Preston, appeared on the scene and
attempled Lo calm the crowd, agitating them further, The
men at the front of the mob closed in on the soldiers, shout-
ing, “Firc and be damned, we know you dare not!” As the in-
fantrymen fixed their bayonets and loaded their muskets, the
menat the front rank of the crowd pressed their chests ugainst
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the gun barrels and blades, bellawing the word “Firel” In the
confusion, Preston repeatedly ordered, “Dorrt firel” Private
Tugh Montgomery may only have heard the st word: he
raised his musket fo cye level and pulled the trigger.

The first colonisl to dic was Crispus Attucks, a former slave
who was half-African American and half-Native American.
He had spent 20 ycars at sea to avoid a return to slavery and
was preparing to depart on & voyage to Fngland. Seconds lat-
er, three more British troops discharged Uheir weapons and
two more colonials fell dead. A third fusillude cut down eight
more Americans: two of them dicd; six survived.

The crowd rapidly dispersed. But the damage was done.
Boston's propugandists got busy: Samuel Adams coined the
phrase “Boston Massacre” and Paul evere published an en-
graving of the scene (1l that depicted Crispus Attucks as a
whitc man, shifted the time o mid-afternoon, and added u
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sarcastic sign reading BUTCHER'S HALL Lo he Customs House.
The colonists wouldi't know it for weeks, but amid these
incendiary events the British Parliament had, that very day,
repealed the hated Townshend Acts. The following Novem-
ber, the British troops involved in the incident were brought
to trial for murder. The chief counsel for the defense—gutsily
defying public opinion—was contrarian lawyer John Adams.
In a mighty victory for the rule of law in America, Adams con-
vinced a jury of colonists that the soldiers had acted in rca-
sonable fear of their lives. All were acquitted, except for two
privates, who were branded and expelled from the Army.
The colonial relationship was now in tatters. In the wake of
the events in Boston, American colonists had more reason than
ever to helicve they could now deal with the English “bully”
as equals—or even sever the ties that bound them. -
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ard bully, the American colonies were pumped up with

newfound self-regard in the late 1760s. They had forced
the most powerful nation in the world to back down over the
Stamp Act and had learned a dangerous lesson: violence suc-
ceeded. Riots in Boston, New York City and elsewhere had put
British troops on the run and forced the repeal of a slew of
onerous tax laws, with not one American life lost.

Where this would likely lead was not lost on the British. In
1767 British Chancellor of the Exchequer Charles Townshend
proposed the series of new tax laws that would bear his name,
intending to humble the colonies as much as to raise revenue.
The new levies on paper, paint, lead, glass and tea enraged the
colonists they were meant to cow. Emboldened by their re-
cent success against the Stamp Act, the colonists renewed

I IKE A SMALL CHILD WHO HAS FACED DOWN THE SCHOOL-

their boycotts against British goods and once again began ha-
rassing the Crown’s customs inspectors and tax collectors.
This time, instead of backing down, London sent troops.

On Oct. 1, 1768, more than 4,000 British soldiers landed in
Boston, a city with a population of just 16,000. From the day
the occupation force arrived, the scent of incipient bloodshed
was in the air. Bostonians provoked the soldiers with constant
taunts, threats and low-grade assaults. The hated British in-
fantry, professional soldiers, followed strict orders to avoid vi-
olence but indulged in displays of arrogance and contempt.
For 18 months, the mobs taunting the troops grew larger, an-
grier, more daring. In early March 1770, a small group of
British soldiers came to blows with a crew of Boston rope-
makers. No shots were fired, but several colonists were in-
jured. The fuel and the kindling were now in place. Now, all




image2.png
thut wus nieeded Lo ignite scrious violence was a spark.

Afew days later, on the evening of March 5, a gang of boys
approachied British troops outside: their barracks on King
Street (now State Street), near the Customs House. A scuffle
ensucd—which side incited the other will forever remain in
dispute. Tompers flared, voices rose, and soon church bells
rang, a signal for the citizenry lo asscmble. As the crowd
swelled, slurs were hurled at the now frightened soldiers—
then snowballs, then pieces of fcc, then Tocks and clubs.

Anofficer, Captain John Preston, appeared on the scene and
attempled Lo calm the crowd, agitating them further, The
men at the front of the mob closed in on the soldiers, shout-
ing, “Firc and be damned, we know you dare not!” As the in-
fantrymen fixed their bayonets and loaded their muskets, the
menat the front rank of the crowd pressed their chests ugainst




image3.png
the gun barrels and blades, bellawing the word “Firel” In the
confusion, Preston repeatedly ordered, “Dorrt firel” Private
Tugh Montgomery may only have heard the st word: he
raised his musket fo cye level and pulled the trigger.

The first colonisl to dic was Crispus Attucks, a former slave
who was half-African American and half-Native American.
He had spent 20 ycars at sea to avoid a return to slavery and
was preparing to depart on & voyage to Fngland. Seconds lat-
er, three more British troops discharged Uheir weapons and
two more colonials fell dead. A third fusillude cut down eight
more Americans: two of them dicd; six survived.

The crowd rapidly dispersed. But the damage was done.
Boston's propugandists got busy: Samuel Adams coined the
phrase “Boston Massacre” and Paul evere published an en-
graving of the scene (1l that depicted Crispus Attucks as a
whitc man, shifted the time o mid-afternoon, and added u





