Bacon’s Rebellion – The First American Civil War


Using the following documents in proper order, complete the questions below:
Before you begin the readings, define the following words (you may use your resources)
· Act

· Diplomacy

· Consolidate

· Tenant

· Levy

· Vagabond

· Frontier

· Partisan

· stability

Read, The Navigation Act 1651, and then answer the following:
1. Using the reading and in your own words, what was the Navigation Act of 1651?
2. According to the reading, what led to the implementation (creation) of this Act?
3. What was a direct result of this Navigation Act?

Read, The Creation of a New America: Chesapeake Society in Crisis, and then answer the following questions (please note, reading is out of order, please follow the page numbers.  The reading will end at “On the heels of the civil war in Virginia.”)

4. According to this reading, besides war with the Dutch, what was the indirect result of instituting (putting in place) the Navigation Act? Must supply a supporting quote from the reading as evidence.

5. Remember what indentured servitude is.  Using the reading to support, explain how “inhabitants had started to live longer” and “servants surviving the terms of service” led to a debt crises for small farmers.
6.  According to the reading, was it easy to be a small farmer in Virginia?  Explain why or why not.
7. What was the result for those “alarming number of former servants who were unable to gain a foothold even as tenants”?  Please explain the result for the individual and the Virginia society.

8. Using context clues from the reading, what do you think “Diminishing opportunity” means?

9. How did “Diminishing opportunity…” lead to longer servitude contracts?

10. Using the reading, what do you think the following quote means, “Efforts to repress popular resentment only generated a spate of mutinies among servants and protests over rising taxes among small planters”.  Use the story in the reading for clues.

11. According to the reading, governor of Virginia, Sir William Berkeley had a dilemma by the early 1670’s.  What was the dilemma?
12. What problems did “white expansion” lead to in Virginia and other frontier areas?

13. Nathaniel Bacon was a plantation farmer along the frontier of Virginia.  What was the “cause” that Nathaniel Bacon “took up” according to the reading?

14. Using the reading, please explain the results from the problems that Nathaniel Bacon and other frontier farmers.  Hint: the result is known as “Bacons Rebellion”.

15. Historically, Bacon’s Rebellion is known as America’s first what?

Read, Colonial America, 1676, and then answer the following questions:

16. Please list the reasons the Sir William Berkeley was “unpopular with small farmers and frontiersman”. 

17. After reading the three resources, what do you think, “A pervasive sense of subordination to an aristocratic minority” means?
18. According to the reading, in your own words, list all of the results of Bacon’s Rebellion? 
19. Using the reading, with supporting detail, explain how Bacon’s Rebellion lead to increased slavery in Virginia and the Southern colonies.
