* VIRGINIA: SEEDLING OF LIBERTY

a representative legislature (assembly): the

HOUSE OF BURGESSES

1619—SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY AND CAPITALISM

The Virginia Company wanted more labarers for tobacco production in order 1 increase prafits.
50 1w entice more settlers from England, it extended Virginias

1) political freedom—DEMOCRACY— throngh

The HOUSE OF BURGESSES met for the first

time in July 1619 ar [amesown, Wirgimia,
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The !/ RIGHT 53 allowed private ownership
of landd (a5 opposed 1w company ewnership), Each pre-1616
sertler received 1M acres of free land, Each thereafier received
30 acres, plus 30 acres for every person he brought from

England
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HOUSE OF BURGESSES: THE BEGINNING OF

SELF-GOVERNMENT

The Virginia House OF Burgesses became the colonies’ first representative legislative assembly—and in 1790 4
mudel for the 115, Housc of Represemtatives. “Burgess™ {or “burger”) is an old English term meaning free citizen.

Each Virginia district elected two men
ter serve in the assembly which, along

WVIRGINIA COMPAMY

By 1698 the House of Burgesses won

the exclusive right to make tax Lows,
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Ninety adventurous women arrived in 1619, sent by
the Virginia Company s wives for the Jamestown settlers.

1619—AT THE SAME TIME THE ViRGINia COMPANY EXTENDED POLITICAL AND BCONDMIC FREEDOM TO THE

THESE FREEDOMS WERE BROUGHT TO VIRGINIAz

Twenry kidnapped Africans were sold 1o the Jamestown
settlers by the caprain of 1 Durch ship. As indentured
servanis, they probably were freed afer several years,
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INDENTURED SERVANTS AND SLAVES indeniured seroani— | | share—a persin
The headright system encouraged Virginians to acquire land | 2 person who wih was hough
(30 acnes peT person) |1:.' im pllrI:iHH |:l|.'|.r;|:l||:' from |:|'|;_.-]:||||.| whi wonglid .‘\.iﬁll. -u:-:-:'|1:_|_|1.ﬂ|?|:|.] 3 F” 7 ArenrE and sobd as
a contract for three o seven vears of servitude tunpaid labor), in exchange of servitude for ; property and
for their possapge to Americn, After their servitude, they were Froe, Passage w0 Americ. borced o worke,

Many of these contracr-servants were illivesate and could not read

their contract. To protect them agminst fraud, duplicare
contraces were nodched, or indenced. [F there were any

contract dispurcs. the notches, or indentures, had o march,
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Aboue 75 percent of Virginia's sertlers in the 16005 came as indentured
sefvants, | hise SUFVIVINE 3 high diith soll (from llllﬂl;l'r. disease, and
abasse) sametimes sertled on the fronticr where land was more plenciful. -5
Orher colonies {mostly southern) also used identured servianis. i

Africans in Virginia—at fiest treated as indentured servants with ¥ ' -
longer terms—were enslived berween 1650 and 1700, Whire ;

indentured servants oumumbensd black skives in Virginia until 1700

In 1622 reagedy struck Vieginia! 1624—King James 1, who disliked representative government,

wsed the massacre and the Vieginia Company’s financial problems as ain
cxctse i revoke the € :l.'rjlll,'ﬂ.l:l'l}'lh charter and make Wirginia a roval ,_-1;.|1,r|_.,-_ He
dismissed the House of Burgesses, but the members mot mvpwny I 1635 his

O GOOG FRIDAY PEMMATAK INDIANS,
LED B CPECHANCANOUGH, MASSRLRED

iﬂ :{;E:{TrMME‘mﬁﬁ;ﬁTlhE; TTLI"::?E M sonn King Charles | reinstared the Flouse of Burgesses,

Virginians prospered under royal rule, bur they goarded their right to
legislative self governmene.
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THE COMPAMY'S MADE &4 MESS OF

1 THINGS! FROM MOW oM FLL APFDINT
OHLY ABODUT 5000 OF 9,000 THE GWERNOR AN COUMEIL,
POUHAATEN IMDIAMS SURNIVED.
//f;"._ v
i [Bov. EWD COUMCIL]
Jan 1 : . &N
N [FOT5E OF ByRGEITEY
’ L3 E A
w s e VOTERS
(2 (WHITE MALE PROPERTY DWNERS)
i William Berkeley served as one | In the 16705 frontier settlers in 1676 - BACON'S REBELLION
of the fiess royally appointed governors | western Vieginia rnebelled againse the Nathaniel Bacon, a frontier planter,
of Vieginia. Although an able euler, he autckctitic rule of Governor Berkeley. led the Fromtiersmen in a rebellion
had no use For liberry. He levied high tanes, while denying against Governor Berkeley, driving
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Frontiersmein a voice in the Eernienl | him from [amestown and hurning,
andd procecricon against inviding Indians. | the wwn, When Bacon died of a

studden illness, so did the rebellion.
Huonwever, H.il'lb" Charles 11 replaced
Berkeley, restoring harmony o the
cerlomy,

LT




