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4-6 % NEW ENGLAND: PLYMOUTH COLONY PILGRIMS, 1620
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In contrast to Jamestown. a business
venture, Plvmvouth Cobony was founded
for religions reasons. Sepiember &, 1620,
the Mayllower satled froan Flymourls,
Englanc, branging 102 English men,
women, aind children wo fonnd Mlymiouith
Colony in Mawachusers, e second

permanent English colony in America,
=

Aboue 35 were Muritan Pilgrims from
scrooby, Englind, who—altier 0 decade
iy Helland - were secking religrous
Freesdom in America, These Puritans are
called Pilgrims because of their religious
fowrmey, They also are collid Separatists
because they were separating from the
-‘5|I'||_.’,|il.'.|||. Uhorch,
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The rest on board were Anglicans
tincluding John Alden, Priscilla
Mullins, and Miles Standish)
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Financed by 70 London merchans,
the Era bl olarnined a land Erant
froam the 1'|'ril|_.',il'|:i:1 Company. Bura
stofm blew them ol comrmse—ro
Massachuserss instead of northern
Virginia. They anchored off Cape
Cod on Movember 10, 1620,
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A problem arose, The Pilgrims were
outside the Virginia Company’s
jeriseliction, so they had no povernment
or laws, And the Anglicins {upser ar
missing Virginia) threarened muoting
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Su, still aboard ship, Pilgrim leaders
Woilliam Bradford and William
Frewseer invited all 41 males— Murican
Pilgrisns and Anglicans alike, regardicss
of religious and class differences—ro
sign the Mayflower Compact,
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THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

IN TUE MAME OF GOD, AMEN,
SOVERALGHE LORD KNG SJAMES

CURISTIAM FRITH, BMD YE HoHOWR
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(ONSTITUTE, AND FRAME SUCH JUST
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The Pilgeims signed first—and waited. Would
the Anglicans sign or muting? Finally, Capiain
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Americas firse adveniure in democracy

lvaed begrn. The men immediaeely elected John
Carver governor, the first democrarically clecred
governor in America,
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THE MYSTERY OF PLYMOUTH

The Pilgrims went ashore 1
explore Plysmouth and Fouinl the
Indian villige deserced. WHERE
WERE THE INDIAMS: Only their

drying com fields remained.
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Cn Christmas day, 1620, the
Pilgeims hegan building their
sertlement of rude hues. Sleet and
snow and disease ook their woll
Abour half the group died that winter,

Then on March 16, 1621, an
.u'.11'|l'|i1|'|il'||_.: event aocurred ot heelpsed
save the colomy: Semaoset, an Abnaki
Il froom Maine, steolled fne
Plymsiouth and welcomed the serders in

English.
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Samoset had learned English while sailing the Maine coast with English
caprains. He now revealil the mystery of Plymouth,
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Mymioch was oiee an [ndian '.'i”:t!;\:' af alwesr 2,060, pamed Powruser, 1n

1617 o grear plague |perhaps smallpos] killed all s peaple—except my fricid
Squante, whae earlier had been caprured by an Englivh sea caprain and sold a5 a
slave im Spain. He escaped and went 1o England. where he learned English, In
La 04 he sailed back to America, only o lind his people gone and his village 4
Pawtuet deserted. He was grief-soricken. Squanto now lives with Chief

Massasoit and the Wampanoag Indians on Murraganserr Bay.
I will bring him o see vou,
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They were amared that Squanto had
leved 0 their homelind and sprke
L:I'Ii_-;lihl‘l. He hecame their T preter
ancd arranged a peie treney with che
Wampanoag Indiins,

THANKSGIVING

The Mew England autumn
brought 3 pood 210-ucr: corn
harvest, so the grareful Pilgrims
tabont sixey by then) set aside a

dhiy o beasting amd giving thanks
rer L.
They iinvited the Wampanogs,
el Chiel Massasoit arrived with
S hungry [ndians!

L - ¢
i 1R6S President Abraham
Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving
- national holid:y.)
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Chief Massasoit and the 90 Wampanoags
had such a good time ehat they o
seaved on for three days of .
feasting and games of

skill and chance.

PFLYMOUTH VILLAGE: A FREE ENTERPRISE ADVENTURE

By 1627 Plymouth was a thriving village of about 200, At first the settlers had owned land collectively, but when
complainis arose ecase some worked harder than others, private ownership of land was allowed {1623, mtking
all hands very industrious. Plymouth had learned the lesson of Jamestown: people work harder when they own
their vwan property. By working hard ar farming, lishing, and Tur trading, the Pilgrims earned enough money 1o
buy out their London investors (1627}, They hecame self-supporting and independent,
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In 1622 the Pilgrims heard of the Virginia massacre by Powhatan Indians, They decided o build a fore around the illage.
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A SELF-GOVERMING CHURCH
CoONGREATIONAL CHuRcH—Based on the democratic

Relormation docinne “pricsthood of every belicver,”
each church congregation was independent,
helding yearly clections w choose its

st il

other officers. (8

This democratic practice in church government
beciime the madel for Mew |-'_||f_|||__m._|'5, lvcal civil
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A SELF-GOVERNING COMMOMNWEALTH

Town Ml'i[‘i'l'lN':i-"i—H}" 1343 Phymouth Colony had
ten gowns. Each elecied owo represcntatives o a
legislawere, called the General Courr, which enacied
codonial laws. And each held democraric towi mectings,
where all freermen could discuss and
virte o local aflairs,

In 1621 Plymouth Colony
elecred 32-veqr ol
Woillkim Bradiond as
rovernon, A man of
ETETEY, COLTARE,
and wit, he served
[or 30 YIEArs.
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